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Hospice Volunteer Cutting class· 
Initiative hosts 5K • 
run for patients 300 classes potentially cut due to budget crisis 
MICHAEL ORANIKA 
Alestle Reporter 
The Hospice Volunteer Initiative 
hosted a SK run on Saturday, April 2 at 
SIUE's cross country track to raise money 
for hospice patients. 
According to graduate student and 
second-year pharmacy major Maddie Van-
Daele, of Geneseo, president of the Hos-
pice Volunteer Initiative, the group has 
been planning the SK run for about a year. 
"Saturday [April 2] ... we [hosted] an 
event at the cross country track," VanDaele 
said. "We [ raised] money to start more 
projects and donate to hospice patients. 
Also, [ we raised money] to help fuel our 
memory book project that we just started." 
VanDaele said this organization was 
created to inform people about hospice 
care. 
"We are basically an initiative to make 
the campus more aware of what hospice 
is as an organization and what they do 
for patients, and also [to] get students in-
volved in volunteering for hospice organi-
zations," VanDaele said. 
Hospice Volunteer Initiative has been 
active on campus in the past by having 
guests who are familiar with hospice come 
to visit, according to VanDaele. 
"We do a lot of meeting with guest 
speakers on campus, so we bring in nurses 
from hospice and things like that so that 
people who are pharmacy majors, nursing 
majors, if they ever want to pursue a career 
in hospice care, they kind of get an idea of 
what they would be doing, talk to some-
one who is involved with it - things like 
that," VanDaele said. "We also do some 
outreach things, like we pick up a booth at 
Springfest to talk to people about dying. 
Do they have their plans set up like how 
they would be buried? - things like that 
and raising awareness .... " 
Second-year pharmacy major Erika 
Kuenstler, of Auburn, social media coor-
dinator for Hospice Volunteer Initiative, 
said she uses different media formats to 
alert people about upcoming events. 
'1\ny event that we have or anything 
we want people to know about, I post it 
on Facebook, Twitter [ and] Instagram," 
Kuenstler said. "We have a SK website 
and then different emails. We use Colle-
giateLink too, so we get a lot of volunteers 
and stuff off that." 
For more information on Hospice 
Volunteer Initiative events, visit their Face-
book page "Hospice Volunteer Initiative 
SIUE." 
Michael Oranika can be reached at 
moranika@alestlelive.com or 650-3525. 
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It may be a joke to skip 
classes now, but soon there may 
not be many classes to skip. 
If Gov. Bruce Rauner does 
not make a decision regard-
ing higher education's budget 
soon, SIUE may eventually be 
forced to cut classes. 
In an email from SIU Sys-
tem President Randy Dunn, if 
the state appropriation budet 
cut is 25 percent, 300 classes 
will be cut, increasing time to 
graduate. 
According to Budget Di-
rector Bill Winter, there is no 
procedure put in place as of 
right now to cut any classes, 
but there could be if the state 
appropriation budget cut is 
more than 25 percent. 
"Right now, there are cur-
rently no plans to cut classes or 
reduce the number of classes. If 
we had a budget cut that would 
exceed 25 percent of our state 
appropriation budget from the 
state, then in our planning that 
could impact courses, but we 
are nowhere near there, and we 
have a lot of continuity plans, 
so basically we are focused, as 
our primary mission, on teach-
ing students," Wmter said. 
Interim Chancellor Ste-
phen Hansen said although 
there have been various at-
tempts by the General Assem-
bly to reinstate a budget, Raun-
er has vetoed all of them. 
"Gov. Rauner has pro-
posed a budget for FY16 [fis-
cal year 2016], and he has 
proposed a budget for FYI 7 
[fiscal year 2017]. The General 
Assembly passed various bills 
during last fiscal year which will 
end June 30, and the governor 
has vetoed them, and the Gen-
eral Assembly has not been able 
to override the veto. As a con-
sequence, we have not received 
any budget or any state money 
for this fiscal year. That includes 
money for the students for your 
financial aid," Hansen said. 
Freshman business major 
Ashley Eastman, of Springfield, 
was beginning to unfold. We 
took an aggressive stance of 
cutting our budget by $12.4 
million," Hansen said. "This 
was called our 9 percent re-
alignment. We put all of that 
money into a reserve, money 
we didn't spend, and that has 
put us in a really good po-
sition to weather the storm 
that we are in where we have 
not received appropriation. 
We have been able to con-
tinue on meeting all of our 
, , I would like for students to know 
that we will be open for business 
this fall and we plan to have the 
classes that students need to 
graduate . ... 
said she is nervous about the 
possibility of so many classes 
being cut. 
"It's already super stress-
ful registering for classes and 
knowing that, say 300 classes 
get cut, either my classes will 
be harder to get into, or they 
are going to be bigger lecture 
halls which will make it more 
stressful," Eastman said. 
Although the lack of a 
budget is affecting SIUE, Han-
sen said the university prepared 
in advance to help soften the 
blow. 
"Our response to the bud-
get has been on a couple of 
different levels. One is last No-
vember, when this fiscal crisis 
Bill Winter 
Budget director 
obligations [ and] meeting 
all of our classes to teach our 
students." Hansen said. 
According to Hansen, 
the advanced steps SIUE 
took are still benefitting stu-
dents now. 
"We have been covering 
the fact that the state hasn't 
been giving you your MAP 
funding. We have been pay-
ing for it, all because of this 
budget move we made back 
in November," Hansen said. 
Hansen said even 
though SIUE continues to 
plan in advance, they still 
need to figure out their next 
move if Rauner does not 
come up with a budget. 
''If things continue that we 
don't have a budget for FY16, and 
the General Assembly adjourns 
for the summer and we don't have 
a budget for FY17, the picture 
will have changed so dramatically 
that we are going to have to think 
about what our next steps are," 
Hansen said. 
Eastman said she believes 
there will continue to be cuts on 
campus after the classes, and they 
will be tl1e smaller, nonessential 
amenities. 
"The smaller things on cam-
pus, such as the little activities 
that are requiring little amounts of 
money that add up [ will probably 
be cut]," Eastman said. 
SIUE is trusting Rauner to 
come up with a budget for higher 
education, according to Winter. 
"We are hopeful that we will 
get a budget, but at this point I 
don't know when it will be or 
how much it will be," Winter said. 
Winter said the challenges 
they are facing are being handled 
and they are still able to provide 
the core mission of SIUE, which 
is providing education to stu-
dents. 
"I would like for students to 
know that we will be open for 
business this fall, and we plan to 
have the classes that students need 
to graduate. We are facing chal-
lenges, but while we are facing 
challenges, we are here for the stu-
dents and our primary missions 
- our core mission is to provide 
students with an affordable, high 
quality education, and that is what 
we are focused on," Winter said. 
Chloe Rice can be reached at 
crice@alestlelive.com or 650-3525. 
SIUE hosts STEM event for grade 




The Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics Center hosted the 2016 
Science and Engineering Research Chal-
lenge on Saturday, April 2. The event ca-
tered to fifth grade through 12th grade and 
allowed them to showcase their research in-
the Vadalabene Center to a crowd of judg-
es. 
The event is separated into two divi-
sions: tl1e junior division, which is com-
posed of students who are in fifth grade 
to eighth grade, and the senior division, 
which is composed of students from ninth 
grade to 12th grade. 
STEM Center Director Sharon Locke 
said the event is held for students in the re-
gion to let them showcase the projects they 
have been working on over the year. 
"This is a science fair event in this re-
gion of Southwestern Illinois, and SIUE 
hosts it as a way for students who have done 
scientific and engineering research over the 
year to have a place to come to showcase 
what they [haYe] done," Locke said. ''We 
give out special awards and prizes recogniz-
ing some of the most creative projects." 
There are many prizes for the students 
to win, suclr as the "best •of challenge," 
"best of category junior division," "best of 
category senior division," "paper competi- -
tion" and more. 
Locke said winning this competition 
can lead to bigger events for the compet-
itors. 
• "Most of these students have compet-
ed at their school or a local competition, 
and they were chosen to represent their 
school in this regional competition," Locke 
said. "We are affiliated with the Illinois Ju-
nior Academy of Science who hosts a state 
competition, so approximately 30 students 
from the SIUE regional competition will 
go to the state competition. Part of the Sat-
urday will be to select those, then the top 
one or two students we send to the Interna-
tional Science and Engineering Fair, which 
is attended by students all over the world." 
Locke said there have been winners 
who were competitors in SIUE's compe-
tition at the larger competitions, and the 
competitions are great way for the students 
to gain experience, as well as have some-
thing to put on their college applications. 
''We had students win prizes at that 
competition," Locke said. "What's nice 
about it is that [it] is an opportunity for 
students in our region to have the chance 
to compete against other students interna-
tionally." 
Locke said there is not anything ma-
jorly different about last year's competition 
as opposed to this year's, but she said there 
has been fundraising going on for the win-
ning students so they will be able to travel 
to the larger competitions. 
"This past year, we had a fundraising 
campaign that the university made one of 
ti1eir priorities, so this was an event for the 
graduate school, so we received donations 
through Indiegogo," Locke said. "We also 
received a donation from Monsanto that is 
supporting a lot of tl1e awards and student 
travel for the state competition. What's 
different is we had more of a fundraising 
effort and [were] able to bring in the funds 
to help ensure the program can run for the 
next couple of years." 
Locke said this is not only a good 
thing for the students, but for the universi-
ty as well because it showcases the campus' 
support of promoting education of science, 
technology, engineering and math. 
"The opportunity for [students] to 
present their research to a wide audience is 
very good," Locke said. "We also have par-
ticipation from SIUE students who serve 
as judges. For the judging, we offer train-
ing in the morning - there is a rubric and 
guideline, so you don't have to have a lot 
of science experience, so those students get 
a chance to see what younger students are 
doing and get experience judging." 
Read more about STEM at alestlellve.com. 
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University tests indicate. 
decline in student learning 
SIUE professor contributes 
to 5th edition of 'Currents' 
JEFF REUL 
Ales tie Writer's Coach 
ties and environments. The IUR 
conducts research on urban issues, 
and supports interdisciplinary :11"-
ban research, teaching and service 
activities by SIDE faculty, prof~ -
sional staff, and students. There 1s 
an emphasis on empo:wering C?~-
munities and effectmg positive 




The N ational Survey of Stu-
dent Engagement, which mea-
sures SIDE students against other 
universities, indicates the universi-
ty has been slipping. 
The survey measurem~nts 
are in terms of engagement m a 
number of key learning indicators, 
such as whether students are aca-
demically challenged, the nature 
of their learning experience, the 
type of interaction with facu:1ty 
and the quality of their supportive 
learning environment. 
In one of his frequently asked 
questions emails sent out every 
week Interim Chancellor Stephen 
Hans'en said the results for the 
2015 survey suggest the uni:versi-
ty has declined more than It has 
improved in a number of area~. 
"Clearly, we need to contmue 
to work on our curriculum, course 
design, pedagogy, scholarship, 
learning environment and stu-
dent services," Hansen said. "The 
SIDE Congress has un1e~scored 
this purpose by emphasizmg the 
revitalization of the curriculum." 
Hansen said while it is easy 
to get distracted by the budget, 
SIDE must stay focused on its pri-
mary mission ?f pro~ding excel-
lence in education to its students. 
Assistant Provost for Aca-
demic Innovation and Effective-
ness Erin Behen said the NSSE is 
one of many tools used to assess 
the university in multiple ~ays _as 
part of the general education crr-
riculum. 
-
" [The] NSSE is a _very long 
survey that asks multiple q~es-
tions like ¼re you a first time 
student?', ' age range, and it also 
asks questions about ~ ha\ hap-
pens in the classroom, ~ e H<:>w 
much time is spent working with 
other students?' or 'Do you plan 
to do an internship?"' Behen said. 
"Other questions include 'How 
much do you participate in the 
classroom?' and asks about per-
ceptions of the college like, 'Do 
faculty members care about you?', 
'Do you like to reach out to stu-
dents with different backgrounds?' 
and measures how students en-
gage with the university." 
According to Behen, the as-
sessment is conducted every oth-
er year, so it was administer~d ~ 
2013, 2015 and will be agam m 
2017. 
The survey is emailed to s~-
dents, and it is also armounced m 
larger classrooms with~ l_ot of stu-
dents, but is only administered to 
first year and senior students. 
Behen said overall, SIDE's 
survey is compa_red ~&ainst a cou-
ple different uruvers1t1es that take 
the survey at the same time S~ 
does but is also compared agamst 
Cardegie classes at other universi-
ties and Great Lakes peers. 
According to Behen, the test 
only saw an 11 percent response 
rate from students, but the univer-
sity was not where it wanted to ~ 
compared to its peers, so SIDE JS 
working to improve those areas. 
"We are lower than our peers 
and lower than our goals," Behen 
said. "There are six main areas 
where we look to see why we 
were lower, and those areas were 
higher order learning, where stu-
dents apply theory to_ real wo_rld; 
reflective and integrative learnmg, 
where students pull ideas from 
other courses into current class; 
quantitative reasoning, which is 
students using numbers to make 
a conclusion; collaborative learn-
ing, which is working ~ith oth-
ers; student faculty relations and 
discussions with diverse others, 
which students talk to people 
with different backgrounds." 
Behen said the first task the 
university is doing to raise those 
scores is by having graduate stu-
dents and senior-level students do 
focus groups with other students. 
"We want to find out more 
about why students think this 
way, to see what else we can_ do," 
Behen said. "We are also domg a 
continuous improvement confer-
ence in which we share data with 
faculty and bring out areas to en-
hance so we can redesign cours-
es." 
Hansen said providing excel-
lence in education is the key to 
SIDE moving forward. 
Faculty can expect to hear 
more in the coming weeks from 
the vice chancellors, deans and di-
rectors about the need to improve 
student learning. 
Madison O'Brien can be reached 
at mobrien@alestlelive.com or 
650-3525. 
With the help of the Institute 
for Urban Research (IDR), peo-
ple in the St. Louis metro area 
have yet anotl1er venue of exper-
tise to tap into. 
A collaborative effort be-
tween SIDE, University of Mi~-
souri St. Louis, Focus St. Loms 
and the St. Louis Metropolitan 
Research Exchange has generated 
a collection of public wor~ fro~ 
some of the region's top mmds m 
their fields: "Currents: 5th Edi-
tion." 
"Focus St. Louis started the 
'Currents' series nearly 30 years 
ago, as a way to get leaders ~ the 
region to co~ent ,::m ~ey issues 
facing the re!Pon, said Andy 
Theising, associate professor and 
chair for SIDE's Department of 
Political Science. 
Theising serves a dual role for 
SIDE. He is also a senior research 
fellow for the IDR. 
"That's still the spirit of 
'Currents' today - to get _ lead-
ing experts to comme!1t on 1~sue! 
important to the entire region, 
Theising said. . . 
Theising was qmte mvolved 
in the "Currents" project. He 
served as co-editor on the project. 
Backing the project seemed 
like a natural move for the IDR, 
according to Hugh Pavitt, a senior 
research fellow with the IDR. 
"Supporting and n~in?, 
research is part of our mJSs1on, 
Pavitt said. "The mission of the 
SIDE Institute for Urban Re-
search is to advance irmovative 
scholarship in urban communi-
Recent events in the area that 
captured headlines around ~e 
world helped initiate supportmg 
the mission. 
"The St. Louis region just 
turned 250 years old," Pavitt said. 
"The region also began to face-up 
to the issues brought up by the 
killing of Michael Brown ~ Fer-
guson. The editors took this as an 
opportunity to re~ect upon where 
we were as a region, and the es-
says reflect this." . . 
The topics are senous m na-
ture and cover a wide range of 
topi::S. Some of the ~~~ include 
"Poor Education " "D1VIding Sales 
' " Tax: Conflict and Consensus, 
"Rebounding Neighborhoods 
in St. Louis: Causes and Conse-
quences," and ''U!1building and 
Rebuilding St. Loms." 
"Currents" also takes a se-
rious look at the vain question 
about one's high school of record 
that seems to consume everyone 
in the area with 'The Problem of 
Regional Exclusivity: The Hig~ 
School Question and Its Impli-
cations " co-authored by SIDE's 
own Sarah VanSlette, associate 
professor for th~ d~partrne~t of 
applied commurucatJon studies. 
Read more about Thelslng at 
alestlellve.com. 
simply soUtherri 
Visit www.gliks.com to _ 
find your nearest location 
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Recently diagnosed with leukemia, Men's Track Captain Derek Drew continues to train and compete during his senior season." ... every morning I 
wake up feeling good, and I'm convinced I'll beat this and have a normal life," Drew said. I Christian Sykes/ Alestle 
KYLE STEPP 
Alestle Reporter 
SIUE Men's Track Captain 
Derek Drew has been running 
races for a long time. He compet-
ed in the Ohio Valley Conference 
Indoor Championship Feb. 26-
27, placing third in the 400-me-
ter run. Drew later went to the 
hospital after continuous stomach 
pains, and found out he was lucky 
to even be running. 
"I ran the race thinking I had 
a bad case of the stomach flu," 
Drew said. ''At the hospital, they 
found out I had a rare case of leu-
kemia." 
As it turns out, the Oswego 
native has been running against 
leukemia since 2013 - a rare 
form called chronic lymphocytic 
leukemia that typically strikes se-
nior citizens, not college-aged 
track stars. 
Drew said finding the results 
in the middle of his senior-year 
college track season, and on his 
birthday, caught him off guard, 
but he has bounced back and 
maintained a positive attitude giv-
en his situation. 
"It was a pretty rough week-
end. They gave me the news 
on my birthday - obviously it 
was a shock. I was transferred to 
Barnes-Jewish Hospital for about 
four days, and I was told that fol-
lowing Monday. Of course I cried, 
but I was around my family and 
my coach, and the) really helped 
me get through it. That was the 
lowest point since finding out the 
news. I haven't rcallv been down 
since then," Drew said. 
D rew underwent his first 
round of chemotherapy in the last 
week of March and said he feels 
well enough to compete. 
Wednesday until about Saturday. I 
was sick, couldn't really eat, and I 
just stayed in bed. But this week 
I'm feeling great. The doctor told 
me I would be working at about 
70 percent, but I guess I don't feel 
it because I have had it since 2013 
without knowing." 
Jun1ping events coach Joey 
Pacione said Drew earned his 
leadership role by being a moti-
vated and confident teammate. Pa-
cione also said he does not expect 
Drew's diagnosis setback to keep 
Drew from competing, or even 
beating his diagnosis and coming 
out a better athlete than before. 
"[Drew] has always been a 
great addition to the team. He is 
always very positive and brings 
ally couldn't say because d1e type 
of leukemia I have is usually only 
seen in old men. The usual person 
is lucky to get 10 to 15 years after 
being diagnosed. But every morn-
ing I wake up feeling good, and 
I'm convinced I'll beat this and 
have a normal life," Drew said. 
Drew said he wants to make 
a series of videos that show his 
progress in beating cancer, so 
people with similar diagnoses can 
watch the videos, and be inspired. 
"I'm going to be posting 
YouTube videos throughout this 
whole process. The first thing I 
wanted to do when I was diag-
nosed is see a bunch of videos 
of people beating cancer. So I'm 
hoping if someone gets the same 
make a full recovery and compete 
at a higher level. 
"[Drew] really seems like he's 
just going to keep living the way 
he did before, which is definitely 
like Derek. I wasn't really wor-
ried about him beating cancer, 
because he's so strong. I was wor-
ried about how it would affect his 
track career because he has been 
working extremely hard this sea-
son after being injured [last] sea-
son," Agustin said. 
Agustin also said Drew is de-
termined to overcome his diagno-
sis, and come back an even stron-
ger person and competitor. 
''If you know Derek, then 
you know he is one of the stron-
gest people - mentally and physi-
'' I know I'm going to get through this and face something . harder than this later on in my life. That's all life is - you just keep fighting." 
a lot of talent. As a competitor, 
before knowing Drew may have 
been dealing with d1is for years, 
he always went out and fought for 
every time and place he can get. 
Derek is our captain for a reason," 
Pacione said. 
Drew said he has a deeper 
understanding and appreciation 
for his mom and his grandmod1er 
,who have both beaten cancer, and 
his diagnosis has even strength-
ened his relationships with his 
friends. 
"I watched bod1 my mom 
and grandma battle cancer. Now, 
we have a newer level of under-
standing and respect. I was there 
watching and supporting them 
while they were sick, and now I 
actually know what they went 
through, and we can go through 
this together. It has also made my 
relationships stronger with my 
girlfriend and my friends. A lot 
of my friends have really stepped 
up to help me - it just shows you 
who has your back," Drew said. 
Derek Drew 
SIUE Men's Track Captain 
diagnosis, and is in a similar situa-
tion as me, that they can see that, 
and it helps give th,cm the strength 
to beat it. Even if it is just one per-
son," Drew said. 
Teammate Justin Agustin 
said has know9 Drew since high 
school, and he expects Drew to 
cally - you will ever meet. I think 
he can bounce back from this and 
get back to 100 percent," Agustin 
said. 
Overall, Drew said he is go-
ing to treat this like any other 
challenge in his life - a challenge 
to beat and come out of stronger. 







"This is just another struggle. 
I have had countless setbacks that 
have brought me to my knees and 
broke me down. I know I'm going 
to get through this and face some-
thing harder than this later on in 
my life. That's all life is - you just 
keep fighting," Drew said. 
A fundraiser event for Derek 
Drew will be held at noon Sat-
urday, April 16 at Ralph Korte 
Stadiun1. Only having two home 
meets this season, Pacione said 
the event will be a good way to 
support Drew with a fun event 
anyone can participate in. A mini-
mun1 $10 donation is required, 
but larger donations are accepted. 
"Since our meet is [ during] 
the weekend, we thought there 
would be plenty of time and ener-
gy for people to spend to support 
Derek. We thought this would be 
the best way to show support and 
hopefully raise money to continue 
and help him with his medical 
bills," Pacionc said. "We wanted 
the event to be related to track, so 
we thought a mile would be the 
perfect distance." 
All proceeds will go toward 
Drew's medical bills. Those who 
wish to contribute, but cannot 
make the event can donate to the 
Drew's cause at gofundme.com/ 
derckdrew. 
Kyle Stepp can be reached at 
kstepp@alestlelive.com or 
650-3525. 
. ''At first, the doctor told me 
he didn't think I would be able to 
compete just' because I wouldn't 
have the .energy level for it," 
Drew said. "I went d1rough my 
first session of chemod1erapy las t 
week [March 21-23] - Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday. Af-
ter Monday I was feeling pretty 
groggy, but I ran d1ree miles be-
fore my session on Tuesday,· and I 
felt great. Wednesday [was] when 
it really hit me. I was tired from 
"The first question I asked 
myself was 'How long do I have 
left?"' Drew said. "The doctor re-
Men's Track Captain Derek Drew does his usual warm up Monday, April 4, in the Lukas Annex. The Derek Drew 
Mlle event will be held noon Saturday, April 16, at Korte Stadium to raise money for Drew's medical expenses. 
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Letters to the Editor Policy: 
The editors, staff and publishoo of the 
Alestte beieve in the free exchange of 
ideas, concerns and opinions and will 
publish as many letters as possible. 
Lettoo may be submitted at the Alestte 
office located in the Morris University 
Center. Room 2022 or via e-mail at 
opinion@alestlelive.com. 
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Letter to the Editor: 
Beauty standards set by the people, not the advertisers 
In a recent staff article in 
The Alestle, the call was sent out 
to "stop creating a false sense of 
beauty. We must stop creating an 
unachievable standard and learn 
to love ourselves just the way we 
are. "No body is perfect, but that's 
OK." 
JEFFREY ELLIOTT 
Senior SIUE student 
My question is, if there is a 
false sense and unachievable stan-
dard of beauty, what is the true 
sense and achievable standard? 
You're kidding yourself if you 
think that beauty standards start 
with the clothing and toy compa-
nies. The campaigns and designs 
these companies use are based 
[on] intensive focus group smdies 
and psychological research. 
Anyone who has ever 
watched "Mad Men" should rec-
ognize right away that the reason 
companies like Mattel and Vic-
toria's Secret stay in business is 
because they successfully cater to 
the demands of the public. Or, as 
H .L. Mencken once noted, ''No 
one ever went broke underesti-
mating the taste of the American 
people." 
Evolutionary psychology 
tells us that beauty standards are 
a function of the individual seek-
ing to be more attractive to a po-
tential mate, and these standards 
are not to be judged according to 
any abstract standard of morality 
or civility, but rather by how well 
they work in practice. It is true 
that body image isn't everything, 
but a person who appears sloven-
ly, dirty, or otherwise unhealthy, is 
not likely to attract a mate. 
Which brings us to the ques-
tion of realism and attainability. 
In the case of Victoria's Secret, 
the argument falls apart, since all 
Victoria's Secret models are real 
people, therefore the standard 
they present is neither unrealistic 
nor unattainable. 
In the case of Barbie dolls, 
becoming angry at a fictional 
character for her lack of realism is 
not unlike criticizing the "Sponge-
Bob Squarepaivs" show for its 
lack of scientific accuracy. Yes, it 
is true that many young girls look 
upon Barbie as some sort of role 
model, but learning the difference 
between fantasy and reality is a 
part of becoming an adult, and to 
carry on the debate about Barbie's 
realism into adulthood smacks 
of an immaturity akin to grown 
men getting into fights over video 
games. It's not even real; why do 
you take it so seriously? 
In short, the question you 
have to ask is why these compa-
nies persist in their current hab-
its if they seem so anachronistic? 
Simple: you aren't their target 
customers! You think that Dove's 
"Real Beauty" campaign was 
activism? It was a psychologi-
cal advertising campaign meant 
to attract a market untapped by 
Victoria's Secret. You are just as 
easily manipulated by advertising 
as women who shop at Victoria's 
Secret -you're just a different ad-
vertising demographic. 
"Feel Good" advertising has 
been around as long as there has 
been advertising. Visit the St. 
Louis Art Musewn, and you will 
find an 18th century sugar bowl 
labeled ''Not Made By Slaves." 
Was this abolitionist activism, or 
just an attempt by northern sugar 
companies to attract abolitionist 
customers? Every time you r:hoose 
a product because it bears a la-
bel like "organic," "all-natural," 
"fair-trade," etc., you are simply 
participating in the most recent 
incarnation of "keeping up with 
the Joneses," just now, the objec-
tive of this new demographic is 
to be as ethical and progressive as 
possible rather than to be ostenta-
tious and flashy; but the fact of the 
matter is that you are still pwnp-
ing cash into the market, and you 
are merely supporting a version of 
capitalism that wears hemp and 
carries a rainbow flag when it isn't 
counting your money. 
In 21st century America, ac-
tivism is big business, and as long 
as people are willing to spend 
their money on scauses (see South 
Park, "A Scause for Applause"), 
there will be someone out there 
happy to profit from your need to 
peacock your ethics. 
My advice is not to worry so 
much about toys and underwear, 
and instead just be a good person 
without the pretentious display of 
moral superiority. 
Read more letters to the editor at 
alestlelive.com. 
Hip-hop fans lack understanding of the past 
"They aren't relevant! I don't want to hear 
that old stuff!" These are only a few of the 
many common phrases many hip-hop fans say 
in regard to hip-hop artists of the past. 
sense as to why hip-hop cannot do the san1e. 
Hip-hop is still a relatively young form of 
music. It hasn't en:n been arou nd for 50 years, 
so it is still, in a way, m:w. We are just now 
starting to sec rappers retire and leave behind 
legacies. 
younger fai1s think older fai1s are bitter - and 
I completely w1derstand botl1 sides. There 
needs to be some sort of compromise. 
The older generation has to understand 
that this is a new era, and just because some-




As sad as it sounds, there is no wuty be-
tween the older generation and the newer 
generation of hip-hop artists like there is with 
other genres such as pop, rock or even rhythm 
and blues. 
Artists like Pink Floyd, who have been 
around since the late '60s, can get together for 
reunion shows and sell out arenas. There is an 
older crowd coming to see them along with 
younger generations interested in seeing them 
and taking the oppommity to appreciate music 
from the past. 
The same goes for R&B. Stevie Wonder 
is one of the most highly-respected singers/ 
songwriters of R&B. It is unlikely to hear a 
younger generation disrespecting the legacy 
and impact he has left on music. It makes no 
It is painful to see the way older artists get 
treated becau~c, truthful!), hip-hop has always 
been a young man's game, and not a lot of 
younger hip-hop fans want to hear someone 
over the age of 40 rap. 
Hip-hop has always been a genre of music 
that has been based on competition, from rap 
battling to dis tracks, but there is a major dif-
ference between friendly competition and lack 
of respect. 
We are in an era where social media and 
music are strongly tied together, and I feel that 
is what hip-hop lacks - respect. If it isn't hap-
pening right here, right now, then it is auto-
matically irrelevant in th<: <:yes of hip-hop fans, 
and that needs to change. 
There is a divide between the younger gen-
eration of hip-hop and the older generation. 
Older fans think younger fans lack respect, and 
The younger generation also has to un-
derstand that just because someone older than 
them doesn't like something; it does not mean 
that they are "hating." They just simply don't 
like it, ai1d everyone is entitled to their own 
opinion. 
You can't force people to listen to music. I 
wouldn't want anyone to force me to listen to 
music because then it comes off as deceptive 
and not honoring my personal musical prefer-
ences. I will say there is nothing wrong with 
going back and showing respect to older art-
ists. 
I'm not talking about the typical 2Pac and 
Biggie - and I don't mean that in a bad way 
- but there are other artists who have made 
an impact on hip-hop music other than them. 
Read more about hip-hop at alestlelive.com. 
Questions or comments regarding this 
section? Contact the Sports Editor at 
650-3527 or sports@alestlelive.com. 
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Men's tennis splits OVC matches 
Junior Matthew Hutchinson serves to opponent Shashank Nautlyal in a home match against TSU Friday, 
April 1. I Christian Sykes/Alestle 
KYLE STEPP 
Alestle Reporter 
The men's tennis team bested the 
Tennessee State University Tigers 4-0 on 
Friday, April 1 at the SIUE tennis courts. 
The shutout victory improved the Cougars' 
Ohio Valley Conference standing to 3-1 
and 8-12 overall, while the Tigers dropped 
to 0-5 in the OVC and 7-11 overall. 
The Cougars started strong, winning 
the doubles point. The doubles team soph-
omore Tristan Houle and senior Patrick 
Gaffigan won 6-1, while sophomore Jack 
Desse and junior Matthew Hutchinson se-
cured the second win, and the point, 6-3. 
Senior Nico Kuehn was the first to fin-
ish with a 6-2, 6-0 win at the No. 6 singles 
position. 
Kuehn said the Cougars anticipated 
the heavy winds and tried to go into the 
match with an aggressive but persistent at-
titude. 
"We tried to do long balls and not go 
for too much. We had to be patient. I think 
it helped a lot that we were for that mental-
ly," Kuehn said. 
In singles play, Desse won 6-1 and 
7-5 in the No. 5 spot for the Cougars, and 
Gaffigan scored the winning point on the 
tiebreaking set against Tiger's No. 3 Jorge 
Rodriguez. 
Hutchinson and freshman Dan Line-
berry were closing in on the final points as 
well. Hutchinson won his first set, and was 
up 5-2 with a 40-15 match point in what 
would most likely be his final set. 
Hutchinson said the strong winds 
made the match tough, but the match was 
a must-win for the Cougars. 
"This was a match we knew we had to 
play well. The conditions weren't ideal, but 
we knew we had to take care of business," 
Hutchinson said. 
The Cougars were set to play the Bel-
mont University Bruins at the SIUE tennis 
courts, but the weather forced the match to 
move indoors and play at the Edwardsville 
YMCA Saturday, April 2. 
Belmont took control early, winning 
the doubles point. SIUE bounced back 
with wins from Gaffigan, Kuehn and Line-
berry in straight sets. Gaffigan took the 
No. 3 singles point winning 6-0 and 6-2 
against Belmont's Adam Rudowski. Kuehn 
won his match 6-2 and 6-3, while Lineber-
ry secured a No. 4 win in a close 6-4 set 
followed by a shutout 6-0 set. 
Belmont answered by scoring the fi-
nal two points with a pair of late three-set 
matches to edge passed the Cougars 4-3. 
Belmont's Cedric Dujacquier was able 
to get the come-from-behind win over 
Hutchinson, winning the match 4-6, 7-5, 
6-0 at the No. 1 position. The Bruin's Bru-
no Russo overcame a 2-6 first set deficit 
over Desse to capture the final point and 
take the win over SIUE. 
Head Coach Jason Coomer said the 
Bruins played well, especially given the dis-
advantage late in the match. 
"This is one of those matches where 
you still are sitting here thinking how it got 
away from you. You have to give Belmont 
credit. They never quit. They fought until 
the very end, even when they were down 
3-2 and behind by a set on the last two 
courts," Coomer said. 
SIUE continues home play with a pair 
of OVC matches. The Cougars face Ten-
nessee Technological University Friday, 
April 8 at 2 p.m. and a 10 a.m. outing 
against Jacksonville State University Satur-
day, April 9. 
Kyle Stepp can be reached at 
kstepp@alestlelive.com or 650-3525. 
Cougars shut out Tennessee State, Belmont 
KYLE STEPP 
Alestle Reporter 
Freshman Madeline Hill picked up her 
12th straight win as the Cougars rolled past 
the Tennessee State University Tigers with 
a 7-0 shutout at the SIUE tennis courts. 
The women's tennis team also won its fifth 
straight match in a 4-0 contest against Bel-
mont University Saturda)~ April 2. 
Junior Lexi Aranda and freshman 
Morgan Steffes picked up a 6-0 doubles 
win, and senior Sierra H alverson and fresh-
man Ann-Christine Link won 6-1 to give 
the Cougars the 1-0 lead with the doubles 
point. 
Aranda picked up the No. 1 singles 
win in 6-2, 6-0 sets against Tigers' Ani Po-
piashvili. 
Aranda said the windy conditions af-
fected the team's game plan, but it was an 
adjustment the Cougars were ready for. 
"The conditions tried all of us, but as 
a team we all performed exactly how we 
should have. We've trained a lot in the 
wind, and we were really prepared for the 
weather today. I think the way we came out 
and stayed aggressive, despite the wind, 
shows what kind of team we are," Aranda 
said. 
Junior Mia Frogner was victorious in 
two 6-1 sets, and Hill won with a score of 
6-0 and-6-1. Steffes won 6-3 and 7-6, after 
winning the tie breaker 7-4. Senior McK-
enzie Thomas won in three sets, taking the 
final tie-breaking set 10-1. 
Thomas said the weather tested her 
mentally, but she was able to overcome it 
and pick up the win. 
"I feel good about today. It's obyiously 
a lot more difficult when you have condi-
tions like this. It really tests your mental 
and physical ability. In my second set, I let 
it get to me," Thomas said. "I found a way 
to turn it around in the tie-breaker and fo-
cus on my shots instead of the weather." 
The Cougars were scheduled to play 
at the SIUE tennis courts Saturday, April 
2, but a windy forecast forced the Cougars 
to move the match to the local YMCA on 
Goshen Road. The Cougars took advan-
tage of the schedule change, winning their 
second straight shutout and improving to 
5-1 in conference play. 
Head Coach Nick Mueller s,\id he was 
pleased witl1 the mentality and execution 
over both matches. 
"I'm really happy about the focus this 
weekend. We looked past team records, ano 
we took care of business," Mueller said. 
Hill won her 13th straight singles vic-
tory at the No. 3 position, remaining un-
defeated in the OVC. Aranda and Steffes 
picked up the other two wins from the No. 
1 and No. 4 positions. 
The Cougars headed to Charleston, 
ill. Wednesday, April 6 to take on the East-
ern lliinois University Panthers. 
SIUE is currently tied for OVC wins 
against EIU as both teams are current-
ly 3-1. The victor of Wednesday's match 
could potentially tie for first in the OVC 
since both teams are one game behind 
Eastern Kentucky University. 
Mueller said the upcoming schedule is 
crucial for the Cougars, not only because 
of the competition but because it is senior 
day as well. 
"This next week is important for us, 
including senior day. We would not be 
where we are without our seniors. We are 
taking positive steps toward our ultimate 
goal," Mueller said. 
Kyle Stepp can be reached at 
kstepp@alestlelive.com or 650-3525. 
Freshman MadeHne HHi returns the ball to her opponent during a home match. SIUE shut out both Ten-
nessee State UnlversHy and Belmont UnivenHy this weekend. I Lashai Spencer/ Ales tie 
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SIUE completes sweep, 
moves up in OVC 
KYLE STEPP 
Alestle Reporter 
Freshman utility player Al-
yssa Heren hit a game-winning 
home run in the bottom of the 
sixth inning of the second game 
in a three-game series with a 
doubleheader against the South-
east Missouri State University 
Redhawks Saturday, April 2 and 
a single game Sunday, April 3 at 
Cougar fields. 
The Cougars beat SEMO in 
all three weekend games, giving 
them a 12-16 record overall and 
a 6-4 record in the Ohio Valley 
Conference. 
Sophomore pitcher Baylee 
Douglass picked up the win in 
the first game. She allowed only 
four hits while striking out eight 
SEMO batters. The Cougars' of-
fense had five hits that generated 
two runs. SIUE was also able to 
capitalize off three Redhawk er-
rors. 
Douglass picked up the win 
in the second game after coming 
in as relief for sophomore pitch-
er Ashley Koziol with the bases 
loaded in the fifth inning. Doug-
lass entered the game and picked 
up the final out of the inning to 
shut down a potential rally for the 
Redhawks. 
Head Coach Sandy Mont-
gomery said Douglass and Koziol 
were pivotal in the Cougars' suc-
cess in game two. 
"[Douglass] came in and 
shut the door on them. I thought 
[Koziol] threw well over the 
course of the game as well," 
Montgomery said. 
SIUE and SEMO traded runs 
to start the second game. Senior 
infielder Rachel Keller reached 
base on a fielder's choice play that 
loaded the bases. 
Sophomore utility play-
er Tess Eby was called out on a 
double play attempt that scored 
Heren. Senior outfielder Jordan 
Lafave took advantage of the re-
lay to first, and advanced home 
for a two-score play. 
The Redhawks answered 
with two runs off of a double by 
SEMO infielder H aylee Kirk. 
SIUE regained the lead in the 
next inning off back-to-back RBI 
singles by Lafave and Eby. The 
Redhawks answered again with 
single runs in the top of the fifth 
and sixth innings. 
I_t was in the bottom of the 
sixth inning when Heren hit her 
fourth home run of the year to 
secure the Cougar win and finish 
the day five for six from the plate 
with triple and a home run. 
Heren said she was trying to 
create some offense to help her 
teammates and pick up the win. 
''I knew I had to do some-
thing. I was happy to get a good 
swing on it," Heren said. 
In the final game of the series, 
a four-run rally in the fifth inning 
helped the Cougars complete the 
sweep over SEMO. 
The Cougars were down 3-0 
when sophomore utility player 
Talisa Morton hit a single and 
advanced to second with her first 
steal of the season. Heren was the 
next player at the plate and drove 
in Morton with a home run down 
the right field line. 
LaFave followed with a dou-
ble down the right field line and 
was brought in off an RBI single 
by Eby. Junior utility player Paige 
Clinton was inserted as a pinch 
runner for Eby and moved into 
scoring position with a stolen sec-
ond base. Keller hit the eventual 
game-winning RBI up the mid-
dle, scoring Clinton. 
Keller said she has not been 
playing her best offense, and she 
was trying to stay patient to find a 
ball she could put in play. 
''I have been struggling the 
last couple of days and was get-
ting down on myself. I took the 
count deep, and I thought I could 
get a pitch I could hit," Keller 
said. 
SIUE stays on the road, 
traveling to Peoria, Ill. to take 
on Bradley University at 4 p.m. 
Kyle Stepp can be reached at 
kstepp@alestlelive.com or 
650-3525. 
;,, .. _.z,,. 
Freshman utility player Alyssa Heren, up to bat for the Cougars In home game 
against Southeast Missouri State University Sunday, April 3. 







Big Picture Thinker 
INFO DISTILLER 
The llestle 111 
e Are Hiring 
Reporters! 
Apply at 
MoniA UnivA!t>ii!J eent!lr 
Room 2.(Y.l..2. 
Monday - Friday 




CLUB SPORTS + SEXUAL 
ASSAULT AWARENESS 
o P\1 )Y V"Y ,;.·) r c:-H, 1-Dr uv) ~,0 I\ '.,/\.JI ;l}t\ i -0: :\; i \.J\ -f 
J OHNS01\J SHU l -IMS 
APRIL 7 
IM E>faJTLESHIP 
APRIL Z9 APRIL ZI 
crn.JC/\R U\KE (,;\f1POlff '\I rr··[)t\r,r) , ,n r, " { I . I I! l(\ yl h ri ,,,,) ,.,\.J;' I .1,,1, , 
APRIL ZS 
S1J't[R LIFEGUARD AJllIC/1\rlONS DUE 
s1ue 
*Sure, it's free after you sign a form temporarily waiving your First Amendment rights. 
Who really uses that ammendment anyway? 
Just terrorists, yellow journalists and flag burners, that's who. Forget them. 
A couple of hours without the First Amendment in exchange for a tasty lunch 
is a steal for any law-abiding American, right? 
MONDAY, APRIL 18 11 A.M.- 1 P.M 
DUNHAM HALL PATIO 
Brought to you by The Alestle, SIUE Mass Communications Department, 
St. Louis Area Professional Chapter-Society of Professional Journalists 
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Place your classified ad · 
at a time convenient for you 
using our easy and secure 
online interface at: 
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Alestle Office Hours: 
MUC 2022 
8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Mondav-Friday 
PERSONAL 
Basic Meditation Instruction 
Date/Time: April 8th, Friday 
2:00PM-5:30PM: 
Buddhism Lecture : 
Two Entries to Zen Practice 
Date/Time: April 8th, Friday 





Holiday Inn Express : 
1000 Plummer Dr., 
Edwardsville, II 62025 
HELP WANTED 
Part Time Moving Help Needed 
AB&C Moving and Delivery is 
a locally owned and operated full 
service moving company located 
in Belleville IL. We are current-
ly looking to add to our part time 
moving crew for the summer busy 
season. Part time employees will 
need to be able to dedicate at 
least 1 full day per week. 
Please call (618)-233-2130 
if you are interested. 
Email 
officeabcmoving@gmail.com 
Part Time Sales Associate 
Calling all Nature Lovers! 
Wild Birds Unlimited is looking for 
a part time sales associate. Must 
be available to work afternoons 
until 5:30 P.M, including Satur-
day and Sunday. Must have an 
outgoing, friendly personality that 
excels in delivering outstanding 
customer service, and can lift up 




2BR 1 .SBA Townhomes. $71 Omo 
includes washer/dryer in unit, 
water, sewer and trash service. 




Are you outgoing, personable, reliable and 
a highly motivated person? 
Want to gain valuable work experience? 
Come to Our Office to Apply! 
Morris University Center 
Second Floor Room 2022 






















• Easy to transfer 
• Save money with 
textbook rental & 
affordable tuition 
• Flexible schedule 
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Summer term begins 
June 6. Intersession 
begins May 16. 
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